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CRIME

Photographer killed in

ODWA MKENTANE
odwa.mkentane@inl.co.za

WHILE rumours have surfaced about
the reasons for the murder of two
men in Camps Bay, the police say the
motive for the attack is still unknown.

Police spokesperson Joseph Swart-
booi said Camps Bay police were inves-
tigating two counts of murder after the
bodies were discovered on Wednesday.

“Camps Bay police responded to
a complaint and upon arrival at the
scene at around 3.40pm in Victoria
Road, they found the body of an
unknown man who sustained gunshot
wounds to his body.

“Further inspection of the sur-
rounding area indicated the body of
a second unknown man who also

ENERGY

Macassar
residents live
with perpetual
power outages

CHEVON BOOYSEN
chevon.booysen@inl.co.za

EXTENDED power outages due to fail-
ing Eskom infrastructure in Macassar
have become dire and concerned res-
idents say their pleas for a resolution
have been ignored.

Chairperson of the Greater Macas-
sar Civic Association, Henry Baatjies
said they have been trying for more
than a decade to have “50-year-old
infrastructure” replaced for better ser-
vice delivery in the community.

“For years our community has had
to deal with this old infrastructure and
neglect of maintenance in our area.

“For all these years Eskom never
saw the need to install a ring feed or
bypass for Macassar to help us when
there is a cable fault or cable theft, and
this occurs regularly. Our community
has to deal with no power supply for
more than 24 hours at times.

“As a community, and with the sup-
port of our ward councillor Peter Hel-
frich, we have managed to strengthen
our neighbourhood watches, and as
a result, have managed to reduce cable
theft in our community,” said Baatjies.

Helfrich said residents went to him
expressing their frustration with the
multiple extended power outages.

“The primary reason for these
extended power outages is not load
shedding, vandalism or cable theft — it
is failing electricity infrastructure of
Eskom,” said Helfrich.

Resident Felicity Solomons said:
“Macassar is fast becoming one of the
darkest wards in South Africa.

“We are suffering and we need
Eskom to stick to the commitments
they have made. We are not asking
a lot. We are asking for two simple
things. Replace the medium voltage
power line and install a ring-feed.”

Eskom said: “Eskom is aware of the
concerns by the Macassar community
regarding the constant electricity sup-
ply issues experienced in the area over
the past few months.

“At the end of August, electricity
to Macassar was affected for approx-
imately five days due to multiple
faults caused by cable damage due to
construction contractors carrying out
roadworks in the area.

“The wunderground cable was
further exposed to water ingress on
Sunday causing breaker trips. Eskom
management met with community
leadership on September 5, 2022 to
share information regarding the inci-
dent.”

Eskom confirmed they have “made
a commitment to community leader-
ship to address the issues and have
scheduled a community engagement”.
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sustained gunshot wounds.

“Both victims were declared
deceased on the scene by the medical
personnel. The unknown suspects fled
the scene and are yet to be arrested.

“The motive for the attack is
unknown,” Swartbooi said.

Police Oversight and Community
Safety MEC Reagen Allen said he has
forwarded information linked to the
killing to the police.

“Regardless of the motive, which
is unknown at this stage, these types
of events should not occur in any area
across the Western Cape or the country
for that matter.

“l have been informed by SAPS
that at this stage no arrests have been
made, but they are following up on all
leads. A social media post of someone

THE police have not figured out the motive
for the double murder in Camps Bay

who witnessed the incident has also
been shared with me, and I have for-
warded this to SAPS. I trust SAPS will
also interview this individual if they
haven’t done so yet, while also provid-
ing trauma counselling to anyone who

might require it,” said Allen.

Atlantic Seaboard Community
Forum chairperson Peter Flentov said:
“At around 3.30pm, two shooters
arrived in a white Toyota Tazz and
fired 11 rounds ... along Victoria Road,
next to the beach.

“An innocent bystander, a 25-year-
old freelance photographer who lived
in Hout Bay, was hit by a single shot.

“The suspects fled towards Hout
Bay,” said Flentov.

Meanwhile, public order police
officers noticed a suspicious vehicle
parked outside the Wynberg Magis-
trate’s Court and found the occupants
to be in possession of an imitation
firearm and dangerous weapons.

Five suspects were arrested and
detained at Wynberg police station.

Camps Bay shooting

In another incident, police spokes-
person Ndakhe Gwala said members of
the Ocean View Crime Prevention Unit
were doing foot patrols on Tuesday
when they heard gunshots and spotted
unknown males running towards a
block of flats.

“They ran after them. The sus-
pects entered a house and the mem-
bers followed suit. They searched the
house and found a 9mm pistol with 16
rounds of ammunition and a consign-
ment of drugs. Five males were arrested
for possession of an unlicensed firearm
and ammunition and possession of
drugs,” said Gwala.

Anyone with information about the
Camps Bay shooting can anonymously
contact Crime Stop at 08600 10 111 or
SMS Crime Line at 32211.

EIGHTEEN-year-old Cassidy Hartzenberg abandoned his bail application in the Simon’s Town Magistrate’s Court yesterday, where he stands accused of murdering his aunt, Romay van
Rooyen. | ARMAND HOUGH African News Agency (ANA)
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Teen nephew of slain magistrate abandons bail bid

CHEVON BOOYSEN
chevon.booysen@inl.co.za

THE NEPHEW of slain magistrate
Romay van Rooyen, Cassidy Hartzen-
berg, abandoned his bail application in
the Simon’s Town Magistrate’s Court
yesterday.

Hartzenberg, 18, is accused of the
murder of his aunt who was found
dead in her Marina da Gama home on
September 10 when her family noticed
that something was amiss when she
didn’t answer her cellphone.

National Prosecuting Authority
(NPA) spokesperson Eric Ntabazalila

CRIME

Still no arrests

OKUHLE HLATI
okhule.hlati@inl.co.za

THIS will be the hardest weekend for
the families of murdered children
Tamia “Mia” Botha, 4, and Lukholol-
wam MKkontwana, 8, as they prepare
to say their final goodbyes.

Tamia’s funeral service is expected
to be held in Paarl today at 9am near
a colourful park she loved to play at.

Her Daphne Street house has been
busy as people were still conveying
their condolences to her family yes-
terday, while others went to see where
they could assist.

The girl’s little bruised body was
found dumped in a field near a pri-
mary school on September 26 after she

said Hartzenberg was expected to apply
for bail yesterday morning but instead
he abandoned the application.

“He is charged with the murder of
magistrate Romay van Rooyen, as well
as the theft of her vehicle and money.

“He abandoned his bail application
and the case was postponed to Novem-
ber 8, 2022, for further investigation.

“If he changes his mind and decides
to apply for bail, the State will oppose
that bail application. He remains in
custody until his next appearance,”
said Ntabazalila.

Ntabazalila said the State alleges
that Hartzenberg strangled Van

Rooyen and then stole her vehicle and
an unknown amount of cash.

Her stolen vehicle was recovered in
Highlands Road, Mitchells Plain.

Hartzenberg — nabbed in a mul-
ti-disciplinary operation comprising
the Hawks’ Crimes Against the State,
National Priority Violent Crime Inves-
tigation, Digital Forensic Investigation
and Priority Crime Management Cen-
tre — had attended his aunt’s funeral
prior to his arrest and was one of the
pallbearers.

According to Van Rooyen’s brother,
Taswell van Heerden, they became
worried when their sibling — who

travelled home at weekends from her
Langebaan residence — wasn’t answer-
ing her phone.

Van Rooyen’s younger brother
went to his sister’s home on Saturday
after making arrangements for her to
pick her nephew up.

“They kept calling and it went
straight to voicemail and this was odd.
They came to the house with her spare
key as they looked after her home
while she was in Vredenburg during
the week. Her cellphone was on the
floor and everything was still intact
but she was lying flat on her back,”
Van Rooyen said.

as families prepare to bury slain children

disappeared the previous day from in
front of her home.

A missing persons case was opened
by her parents following a frantic
search.

Emotions in the area have been
high since the incident, with one per-
son being taken in for questioning and
then being released.

Last week, police announced the
arrest of two men aged 37 and 40 who
were due to appear in the Paarl Magis-
trate’s Court, but it later emerged they
didn’t because they had been released.

Heartbroken father Gideon Thys
said he didn’t know whether he would
have the strength to see his daughter’s
body.

“We are hurting and maybe know-

ing that someone has been arrested
could’ve made a difference.

“Our child is not here and they are
out there carrying on with life.

“The house feels so weird without
her noise. She was so playful and loved
going to the park.

“It’s like she will appear at any
given time. [ am not ready or looking
forward to saying goodbye to her.

“On the day her body was found I
couldn’t even go to the scene and 100k,
because I was scared to see her lifeless
body and people had already described
to me how she looked,” said Thys.

The Mkontwana family, from
Nyanga, travelled to their home in
the Eastern Cape yesterday to prepare
to lay their son to rest tomorrow.

Lukhololwam’s body was
found dumped in Philippi on
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the same day Tamai’s body was
discovered.

He went missing on Friday
afternoon while playing out-
side his Nyanga home and is
believed to have been tricked
into getting into a black vehicle.

The following day a ransom
was demanded but the family
was only able to collect a total
of R1 000.

METRO

Another gogo dies
two weeks after
receiving new home

SIPHOKAZI VUSO
siphokazivuso@inl.co.za

ANOTHER Gugulethu gogo, Nolufefe
Ngcaza, has passed away merely two

weeks after receiving the keys to her

new home.

Ngcaza, 58, was among the
beneficiaries who were allocated
houses in the community. She passed
away on her way from hospital on
Monday.

Ngcaza was on the housing
waiting list for three decades,
according to her family.

Her daughter Busisiwe Ngcaza,
30, said she wasn’t even born when
her mother registered in the hope of
being allocated a house.

“She did not even have the time
to enjoy her new home.

“She didn’t even live in the house
tully as she got sick after receiving
it. We are truly hurt by her passing
as a family. It was a short illness and
that’s how she left us,” she said.

This week was going to be
the third week in the new home,
according to a community activist.

Ngcaza's passing follows that of
75-year-old Nomonde Jacobs who
died less than a week after receiving
the keys to her long-awaited home.

Ward councillor Thembinkosi
Mjuza said the community was
heartbroken that another pensioner
could not enjoy living in their long-
waited homes.

“Even now we are being told that
there seems to be some contractual
disagreements between the City and
the service provider, and some say
with the province, on the current
housing project. “Now who suffers
in all of this?

“This is the first project ever
that was directly meant for people
of Gugulethu, and it is unfair for
residents who have been patiently
waiting for their turn to be allocated
housing to experience this.

“We always see projects that are
meant for Gugulethu always taking
years and years. That project started
in 2019, yet only 23 people have
been allocated housing,” said Mjuza.

Spokesperson for the ANC caucus
in the City of Cape Town, Judy-Ann
Stevens called for housing projects to
be prioritised.

“The City’s Human Settlements
Directorate has been the worst
performing department in the last
few financial years.

“This project is supposed to
be 570 units, project started in
2019. Only 23 units were issued to
beneficiaries last month. Promises
were made by the mayco member
that moving forward, they will hand
over 33 houses in October and again
33 in November and by January
there will be 60 houses handed over,
but once again the project is stalled
and we doubt that 30 houses will
be handed over this month,” said
Stevens.

Gugulethu Community Police
Forum (CPF) Linda Kabeni said
they were appealing to the City
to speedily conclude the housing
project.

“We don't want more of these
pensioners dying before they get
their houses. The project is long
overdue, it has exceeded its time
frame to be concluded and we
have been told that it is stalling
due to non-payment of workers,
incompetent subcontractors and lack
of oversight from the City,” he said.
The City’s Gugulethu infill housing
project stretches over two sites, erf
8448 in Gugulethu and erf 2849
Mau-Mau in Nyanga.

Mayco member for Human
Settlements, Malusi Booi said the
housing project in Gugulethu was
unfortunately affected by unlawful
occupation. “The City confirms that
eviction proceedings are under way

and we will ensure that the project is
protected so that beneficiaries receive
their homes. Security and the threat
of unlawful occupations are two
major challenges and the City has
appointed additional security at
housing projects where it is required.
The City handed over homes to 23

The Kalk Bay and St James Special Rating Area NPC
(KBSJSRA) will hosting an AGM. All stakeholders are
invited to a review of the year’s activities and planning for
2023/2024.

They were never again con-
tacted by the alleged kidnappers.

Police spokesperson Joseph
Swartbooi said both cases were
still being investigated.

“The investigating officers
in both matters are doing more

pumza.pakati@inl.co.za
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shahieda.isaacs@inl.co.za
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perpetrators,” he said.

Anyone with information
regarding the murders can
anonymously call Crime Stop
on 08600 1011.
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