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21 July 2020  Zoom 

 

This board meeting was arranged and conducted via Zoom electronic media.  

In attendance via Zoom link: Jim Russell,  Bert Stafford, Tony Trimmel, Joanne McGilvray,  Andy 

Paige, Andrew Jones, Councilor Aimee Kuhl, Kenneth McClarty 

Apologies: Eric Stephen (Eric tried to link up to the meeting via Zoom but unfortunately was not 

able to)   

Management Team in attendance:  Gail Daniels  

QUORUM 

The Chairman opened the meeting by expressing the board’s heartfelt condolences to Eric and 

Binny Stephen and their family on the tragic death of their son and brother. This was fully 

supported with many good wishes. The Chairman reported that the flowers sent to Eric’s family 

by the SRA had been much appreciated. 

Jim then referred to the latest PIE report and Gail’s monthly report and pointed out that at the 

end of our financial year in June the SRA had spent 92% of its Core Business budget, 98% of the 

Employee Related budget and had contained General Expenses to 74% of the budget. Also, 91% 

of the Capex budget had been spent. The only budget significantly underspent was the 

Operational Projects budget which was about 38% underspent. Overall this was a good 

performance in a difficult year seriously disrupted by the COVID 19 epidemic. 

The Chairman said cash on hand has grown to an amount of R645,000 at the end of June and 

this means that the available surplus has grown to perhaps as much as R280,000. This also 

means that the board will have to carefully identify projects for the coming year and will have 

to ensure the Projects budget is fully spent to ensure that members and residents retain the 

prevailing general view that they are receiving value for their SRA rates.  

Councillor Aimee Kuhl then provided her general report. She said the City had been badly 

affected by recent Eskom blow outs and power failures and the impact of COVID 19. This had 

seriously affected available manpower, which also affected service delivery.  

The board then discussed in depth the recent destruction of bathing boxes at St James. Aimee 

said she the City wants to refurbish these and she is waiting for a proposal and budget from City 

officials. It was pointed out by members of the board that the essential starting point is for the 

City to establish a proper long term policy regarding the bathing boxes and not merely to apply 

ad hoc repairs from time to time.   
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Bert Stafford referred to the crime statistics for June circulated to the board and reported that 

5 incidents had occurred, most of which had relate to private property. Although there has 

been an increase in crime, in common with many areas, the situation is not out of control.  

Lake Security had again performed well in a rain affected month and deserved the bonus 

awarded to them.  

Four security cameras have been placed on the White House opposite Danger Beach. These still 

have to be linked to our system. They will provide a particularly wide arc of coverage.  

Councillor Kuhl remarked that there has been a dramatic increase in drug dealing and crime in 

Muizenberg following the release of prisoners on parole and enquired if we had had a similar 

experience.  Tony Trimmel responded that there is a lot of drug trafficking activity in our village.   

He also said the City Marine Unit should make more frequent random visits to signal that 

lobster poaching is being watched in an attempt to reduce this illegal activity.     

Gail Daniels then explained latest developments on implementing the Buzzer app. She said the 

Lake Security supervisor is being trained on how to use and respond to posts. She said Juda has 

recovered from his COVID infection but is still experiencing after effects.  

Gail said that problems were being experienced in the Mountain Men control room due to 

power outages and network problems but that the system will be launched without waiting for 

these problems to be solved in order to avoid further delay. In any event, the Mountain Men 

supervisor has the app on his phone so they will definitely be informed of incidents reported on 

the app. The app will be launched as soon as an announcement is made in our newsletter. The 

newsletter should therefore be sent out as soon as possible.  

Gail also pointed out that residents should again be reminded that the app is not a substitute 

for reporting incidents to SAPS or Law Enforcement and they should always contact these law 

enforcement agencies as a priority.      

Gail then referred to her monthly report and took queries by exception. She proposed that a 

message of thanks be sent to Ricardo Thompson of the City for sustained excellent service. This 

was supported.  

Joanne McGilvray referred to the Social Development report circulated to the board. The 

Chairman said regular monthly meetings should be resumed with the focus on agreeing and 

monitoring actions in more detail now that the COVID restrictions are easing.  

The Chairman then referred to the proposal circulated to the board from Alexis Roberts, a 

resident of St James who is an active member of the local CAN, regarding the establishment and 

operation of a St James and Kalk Bay community website. After discussion it was agreed that 

there was nothing of significance that the SRA could usefully contribute to this venture. Alexis 
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should therefore be informed that the SRA is unable to participate but that the SRA extends its 

best wishes for the success of this community venture.   

Tony Trimmel raised the ongoing problem of serious leaks from the sewage pipes at the 

junction of Clairvaux and Main Roads and said a recent spill was so bad that sewage overflowed 

onto the harbor beach. This is an appalling public health problem In view of the frequency and 

severity of the leaks he queried whether there might a design problem or misalignment of 

piping. The engineers involved in the upgrade of Main Road should be consulted.  

The board had a general discussion of this long standing problem during which it was agreed 

that a proper investigation of the problem is essential and that a comprehensive report and 

recommendations be produced.  

Joanne McGilvray proposed that many street signs need to be replaced. It was agreed that she 

and Andy Paige will identify which signs should be replaced and the cost of doing so.  

This ended the meeting.         

 

 


