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Welcome  

The meeting was opened at 10h15 by Marion Thomas (SRA social worker).  

All present were welcomed warmly. Apologies were received from the City’s Social 

Development team on the last minute and so the issue of street people was not be 

addressed.  

 

Western Cape Street Children’s Forum (WCSCF) 

Janice Sparg, the co-ordinator of the WCSCF, was introduced and presented information 

regarding street children (see PowerPoint slides). 

 

Context 

The WCSCF is a network of organisations and believes in the philosophy of “together we 

can do more”. In 2000 approximately 700 street kids were living on the streets in the 

Western Cape and in 2015, there are approximately 100. This is a result of children being 

removed from the street into places of safety and as of June 2015, a standard operating 

procedure (SOP) was implemented by the Department of Social Development (DSD). 

Janice provided an outline of the factors that push, keep and pull children to the street and 

how communities can assist (see slides).  

- Every child living on the street is considered to be in crisis.  

- Being on the street provides no hope and no future for these children. As such, anti-

begging/give responsibly campaigns are important.  

- Children who are placed in a shelter have a better chance of a childhood than being 

on the streets but are often exploited by adults for their “work”.  

- Janice assured the meeting that there is sufficient place in shelters for the kids who 

are removed from the street.  

 

Removing a child from the street 

With regards to removing a child from the street, only a social worker from a child protective 

organisation i.e. DSD, Badisa or a SAPS official may do so. An early intervention service 

reduces the number of street children significantly. The aim is to provide a barrier that will 

stop a child from getting onto the street. This can’t be done in isolation and requires 

communities and various organisations to work together. In so doing, we are able to identify 

gaps and blockages with the process and address them accordingly with the relevant 

structures.  

 

Collaboration  

It is vitally important for collaboration to happen in communities with stakeholders, 

organisations and governing structures. WCSCF is able to assist with training of the 

relevant role players when dealing with street children. In this way, relationships are built 

and forged with communities.  

 

Form 22 – Child in need of care and protection: anyone can fill out this form and hand it in 

at the local SAPS station or local DSD office. It is best to hand the form into the local office 

of SAPS station closest to where the child resides.  
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Form 36 -  Removal of a child from the street: This form must be completed by the 

designated social worker from child protective services and/or SAPS official. Once this form 

is completed, the standard operating procedure is to have the child escorted by said social 

worker and/or SAPS official to Lindelani in Stellenbosch, whereby an assessment is done 

and reunification/intervention is put into place.  

 

Form 23 – National Statistics: To be completed by the caseworker, in order for government 

to respond to the investigation that needs to be carried out by the caseworker/social worker 

if need be.  

 

- The above forms would be filled out when a child is thought to be in crisis and in 

removing a child from the street 

- A child can be transported in a SAPS/DSD vehicle whether marked or not but must 

be accompanied by relevant parties i.e. social worker/SAPS official  

- The child protective agency is responsible for the investigation and intervention of 

the child’s case  

- The best interest of the child must always be the motivating factor for development  

- Communication between role-players is vitally important. NGOs, media and local 

businesses play an important role and should aim to form relationships with role-

players too. The CBD has had a Whatsapp group that has proven to be very 

effective in operations when assisting with the removing children from the street 

 

Questions posed and answered: 

Children in conflict with the Law 

- When a child is in conflict with the law i.e. stealing/muggings/etc., they must first be 

reported to SAPS as they have committed a crime  

- Metro police is able to intervene too if SAPS is under-resourced  

- Unofficial training of SAPS can be done by WCSCF 

 

Street children coming into area by train (PRASA) 

- A relationship with PRASA would assist in removing child from the street 

- PRASA may not apprehend the child on the train 

- PRASA could sms SAPS official in order to inform that child is in the area again 

- PRASA to tighten up checking of train tickets etc. 

 

Street children become aggressive and are not homeless, rather day strollers 

- WCSCF asserts that there is a clear process to follow with the standard operating 

procedure and to remember that they are still children regardless and should be 

treated accordingly in line with the law 

- Phone SAPS/DSD/SRA etc. and build relationships to assist with process 

- Each case should be handled individually as each child should have an individual 

plan and response with regards to programmes, school, life skills, etc. Early 

intervention is important 
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Mothers begging on the street with children 

- DSD social worker (Iris Williams) encourages the community to build a relationship 

with the local Fish Hoek office 

- Designated social worker should first approach the mother in order to intervene but 

cannot remove the child from her care and must follow the law in this regard too 

- The mother is still considered to be the primary caregiver of the child 

 

Way forward 

- Small role-players meeting was suggested in order to identify each one’s role and to 

formulate collaborative systems of intervention 

- Communication to be distributed to community about standard operating procedure 

and what they can do to assist 

- It was suggested that posters be put up to encourage responsible giving especially 

when it comes to street children (Janice to provide poster) 

- Get the media involved with awareness and perhaps doing some articles regarding 

children on the street and giving responsibly and what the community can do to 

assist 

- Multi-pronged approach and while the SRA is doing everything it can to assist, they 

are also limited in resources so community collaboration is essential 

 

 


